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RENEWABLE ENERGY TARGETS — FEDERAL LABOR POLICY 

173. Mr D.C. NALDER to the Minister for Energy: 
I refer to Bill Shorten’s plan to have 50 per cent renewable energy by 2030. 

Mr D.J. Kelly interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Minister for Water, I call you to order for the first time. You can start again, if you like. 

Mr D.C. NALDER: Thank you, Mr Speaker. I refer to Bill Shorten’s plan to have 50 per cent renewable energy 
by 2030.  

(1) Did the minister discuss with Bill Shorten the impact of his renewable energy targets in Western Australia? 

(2) For the benefit of the chamber, what are those impacts on the state and Collie? 

Mr W.J. JOHNSTON replied: 
(1)–(2) After 120 days, the Liberal Party has asked me a question! It is amazing that they do not like asking me 

questions. Last year, there were 231 days between their first and second questions to me, and now it is 
120 days since the last time I was asked a question. 

Mr S.K. L’Estrange: Come on; answer it! 

Mr W.J. JOHNSTON: The answer is, no, I have not had any discussions with Bill Shorten with respect to the — 

Dr M.D. Nahan: He is setting your policy. 

Mr W.J. JOHNSTON: Sorry; I did not hear that. 

Dr M.D. Nahan: You have stated that you are simply going to accept the renewable policy set by Bill Shorten. 

Mr W.J. JOHNSTON: No; that is not what I have said. What I have said is that I think we need national 
leadership on the question of climate change. The current government has set a target of 26 per cent—it has said 
that there will be a 26 per cent reduction in carbon emissions in Australia by 2030. It also said that there will be 
a 32 gigawatt renewable energy target. Do members know who the Minister for Energy was when that 
announcement was made? It was the member for Riverton. The question I have is: when the member for Riverton 
told Western Australians there was going to be 320 megawatts of closures after the election, which 320 megawatts 
was he referring to? 
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